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Kingdom Life
 (Matthew 5)

Main Point: The Kingdom of God is very different from this world.
Key Verse: Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world" – John 18:36a
Materials: mirror, a metal spoon, the Beatitudes Match-Up (Older kids: one Match Up and a pencil  for each pair of students)
Personal Connection:

· Say: In our lesson today, we learned that Jesus’ Kingdom was very different from what the Jewish people expected. Even today, when people first hear about the kingdom of God, they might have ideas that are different from what is in the Bible. For example, have you ever seen yourself in a funny mirror that twists your shape and makes you look taller than you are, or squishes your face while it makes your body look really large? Are those mirrors an accurate picture of you? No! They are distorted so that you can laugh at your reflection. A spoon is kind of like that, too. Have you ever looked at yourself in a spoon? Your reflection is upside down or it makes your eyes bigger than your chin! Pass around the spoon so children can see their reflections.
· Say: When Jesus sat on the mountainside to tell all the people about His kingdom, it was like He was holding up a good mirror. Hold up the mirror. All this time, they had been seeing a distorted picture of how to live. Hold up the spoon. They wanted to get into heaven based on all their good deeds or by their pride in being Jewish. They wanted to fight against the country that ruled them. They wanted to be called righteous because they tried to follow all of God’s laws AND all of their own laws. But their beliefs and actions were like looking in this spoon. They saw only a distorted picture of the truth. Jesus was giving them the true picture.
Hands on Application:
· Say: So let’s see what Jesus was telling all of us when He shared about His kingdom. As we read a verse, let’s see if we can match its meaning with how someone is behaving based on its truth. Read Matthew 5:1-10 and use the Beatitudes Match-up. Match the verse on the left side with the person following it on the right. It is okay if some people are showing qualities of more than one verse. (Older kids can do this activity in pairs. For younger kids, leader should do this as a  group activity.)
Group Discussion:

· Say: We’ve seen some examples of how some other kids have practiced Jesus’ kingdom living. Now let’s think of ways that we have in the past or can in the future practice Jesus’ kingdom living. Sometimes we don’t even realize that we are living God’s way and not the world’s way because our parents help us to make right choices based on God’s word. Read through each of the verses in the Match Up game and have the children respond to ways they can practice kingdom life every day. If they get stuck, you can help them by giving them ideas as well.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will actively seek to walk in Jesus’ ways of thinking. This is a great time to add specific requests for how your children can walk in that truth. For example, if it came up in conversation that one of your huddle children is having a hard time being merciful to their sister, add that to their requests and follow up on it next week. 

Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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The Beatitudes Match-Up

A. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
B. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
C. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

D. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
E. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
F. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
G. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 
H. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

____Peggy’s cousin just called her “Preacher Peggy” because Peggy asked her if she wanted to come to church with her while her cousin was visiting.
___Jon was being pushed and shoved in the lunch line because everyone was trying to get to the food first. He stepped back and let others go ahead of him without getting angry.
___Hannah is really sad because her friend Nadine doesn’t know Jesus.
___Justin just realized for the first time that nothing he can do on his own can take away his sins. Up until now, he thought if he worked hard enough, Jesus would forgive him. 
___ Janet’s friend Natalie had a fire at her house and now everything is ruined. Janet is going through her closet finding clothes for her friend to wear. 
___George is playing soccer at school. He watched his friend Charles get kicked in the shin and can tell his friend would like to kick the other kid back. George puts his arm around his friend and helps Charles to cool down before he does the wrong thing.
___Maureen sincerely wants to do the right thing, so she starts her day by asking God to help her make right choices.







[image: image2.png]















